Intestinal immune defences and the inflammatory response in necrotising enterocolitis.
Necrotising enterocolitis is a devastating neonatal gastrointestinal emergency predominantly affecting low birth weight, premature infants and is accompanied by significant mortality and morbid sequelae. The pathophysiology remains obscure and the management of infants with necrotising enterocolitis has not changed since the recognition of this disease. Necrotising enterocolitis is most likely the clinical culmination of multiple different risk factors interacting with each other to produce bowel injury through a final, common inflammatory pathway. Here, we review intestinal immunity and the specific inflammatory mediators involved in this disease process.